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MINISTRY  OF  EDUCATION 


LAW   No.  8—1911 

RELATING  TO  THE 

ORGANISATION  OF  THE  KHEDIVIAL  LIBRARY 


We,  Khedive  of  Egypt, 

Having  examined  the  Rescript  of  5  Zil-Hidgeh  1286  A.H. 
and  the  Decree  of  29  Shaaban  1306  (April  30th,  1889)  ; 

On  the  proposal  of  Our  Minister  of  Education  and  with 
the  approval  of  Our  Council  of  Ministers  ; 

HEREBY  DECREE, 

Title  I. 

General  Provisions. 

Art.  1. 

The  principal  purpose  of  the  Khedivial  Library  shall  be  : — 

1.  To  conserve  and  maintain  in  gocd  condition  Arabic 
works  ; 

2.  To  afford  facilities  to  the  public  for  utihsing  these 
works. 
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Art.  2 

In  tlie  Khedivial  Library  there  shall  be  sections  set  apart 
for  : — 

1.  Turkish  and  Persian  books,  as  well  as  other  works 
written  in  Arabic  characters  ; 

2.  Scientific  and  literary  works  in  English  and  French  or 
in  other  languages,  particularly  such  as  have  reference  to 
Egypt  and  to  Arabic  civilisation  ; 

3.  The  exhibition  of  rare  and  precious  bibliographical 
documents,  in  manuscript  or  print ; 

4.  The  conservation  of  coins  and  medals  inscribed  in 
Arabic  characters,  and  of  Arabic  papyri. 

Title  11. 

Administration  of  the  Khedivial  Library. 

Art.  3. 

The  Khedivial  Library  shall  be  subject  to  the  Ministry 
of  Education  as  regards  everything  relating  to  its  organisa- 
tion, its  administration,  and  all  its  services. 

The  accounts  of  the  Khedivial  Library  shall  be  subject 
to  the  control  of  the  Ministry  of  Finance. 

Art.  4. 

There  shall  be  instituted  at  the  Khedivial  Library  a 
Superior  Council  under  the  presidency  of  the  Minister  of 
Education. 
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This  Council  shall  be  composed  of  seven  meriibers^.  of  wlioln 
five  shall  be  nominated  by  decision  of  the  Council  of  Ministers 
on  the  proposal  of  the  Minister  of  Education.  The  other 
two  members  shall  be  the  Director  of  the  Khedivial  Library 
and  a  delegate  of  the  Ministry  of  Finance. 

Aet.  5. 

The  Superior  Council  of  the  Khedivial  Librarv  shall  have 
for  its  attributions  : — 

1.  To  decide  with  reference  to  the  purchase  of  works  in 
the  Arabic  language,  whether  they  be  ancient  or  modern, 
and  in  manuscript  or  in  print 

2.  To  decide  with  reference  to  the  purchase  of  works  in 
foreign  languages  which  may  seem  likely  to  contribute  to 
the  diffusion  of  knowledge  and  the  promotion  of  study; 

3.  To  decide  with  reference  to  the  purchase  of  coins, 
medals  and  papyri; 

4.  To  complete  works  of  which  parts  have  become  missing, 
as  well  as  existing  collections,  and  to  copy  or  photograph 
ancient  Arabic  works  either  in  Egypt  or  abroad; 

5.  To  decide  with  reference  to  the  publication,  at  the 
expense  of  the  Library,  of  useful  works,  especially  those 
which  are  rare; 

6.  To  decide  with  reference  to  the  sale  or  exchange  of 
works  in  print  or  manuscript  of  which  the  Khedivial  Library 
possesses  more  than  five  copies.  The  Council  may  also 
present  copies  from  the  surplus  to  scientific  institutions  and 
schools,  but  it  is  formally  stipulated  in  such  cases  that  the 
Superior  Council  shall  have  regard  to  any  conditions  laid 
down  by  those  who  have  established  wakfs; 


7.  To  prepare  the  draft  budget  of  receipts  and  expendi- 
ture of  the  Khedivial  Library  for  the  year,  with  a  view  to 
its  submission  for  the  approbation  of  Government 

8.  To  examine  any  other  questions  which  may  be  sub- 
mitted to  it  by  the  Minister  of  Education 

Art.  6 

The  Superior  Council  will  meet  once  a  month,  except 
during  the  months  of  July,  August  and  September. 

It  may  be  convoked  also  for  extraordinary  meetings 
whenever  the  necessity  arises. 

Five  members  shall  form  a  quorum. 

Art.  7. 

In  the  course  of  the  three  months  specified  above,  a  Com- 
mittee composed  of  the  Director  of  the  Library  and  of  a 
member  of  the  Superior  Council,  together  with  the  Minister 
of  Education  as  President,  shall  be  invested  with  all  the 
powers  of  the  Superior  Council.  A  report  showing  the 
conduct  of  affairs  by  the  Committee  shall  be  submitted  to 
the  Superior  Council  at  its  first  reunion  in  the  month  of 
October. 

Art.  8 

The  Director  of  the  Khedivial  Library  shall  submit  to 
the  Minister  of  Education  at  the  end  of  each  year  a  report  on 
the  working  of  the  various  services,  as  well  as  on  the  work 
of  the  Library  in  general,  its  statistics,  the  progress  effected, 
and  finally  on  all  the  measures  that  he  desires  to  suggest 
with  a  view  to  assuring  the  continuance  of  improvements 
and  progress. 
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Title  III 
Guarantee  and  Inventory. 
Art.  9. 

All  the  books,  materials  and  other  articles  conserved  in 
the  Khedivial  Library  shall  be  in  the  charge  of  the  Librarian 
concurrently  with  his  assistants. 

These  officials  must  furnish  a  guarantee  of  an  amount  to 
be  fixed  by  agreement  between  the  Ministry  of  Finance  and 
the  Ministry  of  Education,  in  terms  of  the  conditions  laid 
down  in  the  Financial  Code  with  reference  to  the  guarantees 
of  Government  Officials  who  have  charge  of  cash  or  material. 

Art.  10. 

After  the  promulgation  of  the  present  law  the  Khedivial 
Library  shall  make  a  detailed  inventory  of  all  the  existing 
material. 

This  detailed  inventory  shall  afterwards  be  made  once 
every  three  years,  by  means  of  one  or  several  Commissions, 
on  which  the  Ministry  of  Finance  shall  be  represented  by  a 
delegate  and  the  other  members  of  which  shall  be  nominated 
by  the  Minister  of  Education. 

The  inventory  shall  be  drawn  up  in  accordance  with  in- 
structions on  the  sub]  ect  given  by  the  Minister  of  Education 
in  agreement  with  the  Ministry  of  Finance. 
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Akt.  11. 

A  partial  inventory  of  the  material  of  the  Khedivial 
Library  shall  be  made  at  the  end  of  each  year  in  which  a 
detailed  inventory  has  not  taken  place.  This  inventory 
shall  be  made  by  a  Commission  chosen  for  the  purpose  by 
the  Minister  of  Education,  one  of  the  members  being  a  de- 
legate of  the  Ministry  of  Finance. 


Title  P' 
Property  and  Donations. 
Art.  12. 

The  management  of  the  wakf  property  belonging  to  the 
Khedivial  Library  shall  be  placed  under  the  control  of  the 
Ministry  of  Finance  and  the  Ministry  of  Education. 

Art.  13. 

The  Khedivial  Library  may  accept  any  gift  of  a  literary 
or  scientific  character  relating  to  any  branch  of  knowledge 
and  in  any  language.  It  may  also  accept  monetary  gifts 
and  property  constituted  in  its  favour  in  wakf  by  benefactors 
desirous  of  diffusing  learning. 

Every  acceptance  of  this  kind  must,  however,  be  approved 
by  the  Superior  Council 
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Title  V. 

Receipts,  Expenditure  and  Reserve  Fund. 
Art.  14. 

The  receipts  of  the  Khedivial  Library  shall  be  constituted 
as  follows  : — 

1.  The  revenue  from  property  constituted  in  wakf  in 
favour  of  the  Library; 

2.  An  annual  subvention  from  the  Wakfs  Administration; 

3.  The  receipts  from  the  sale  of  works  and  from  the  rights 
of  reproduction  by  photography  and  otherwise. 

4.  Donations  from  benefactors. 

Art.  15. 

The  expenses  comprise  : — 

1.  The  salaries  of  the  employees,  graded  and  ungraded; 

2.  The  purchase,  printing,  maintenance  and  reproduction 
of  works  by  manuscript  or  photography; 

3.  The  purchase  of  coins,  medals  and  papyri; 

4.  Petty  expenses  and  unforeseen  expenses. 

Art.  16. 

The  reserve  fund  of  the  Khedivial  Library  shall  be  con- 
stituted by  passing  to  it  annually  the  excess  of  receipts  over 
expenditure. 

No  expenditure  may  be  incurred  from  the  reserve  fund 
without  the  decision  of  the  Superior  Council  and  the  ap- 
proval of  the  Ministry  of  Finance  and  the  Ministry  of  Edu- 
cation. 
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Title  VI. 
Final  Provisions, 
Art.  17. 

Everything  contained  in  any  laws,  decrees,  regulations, 
and  Ministerial  Orders  actually  in  force  with  reference  to 
the  Khedivial  Library  which  is  contrary  to  the  present  law 
is  hereby  abrogated. 

Art.  18. 

Our  Minister  of  Education  is  charged  with  the  execution 
of  the  present  law.  He  may  for  this  purpose  promulgate 
any  supplementary  regulations,  after  approbation  of  the 
Council  of  Ministers. 


Done  at  the  Palace  of  Koubbeh,  20th  Rabia  El-Thani  1329,  (April 
19th,  1911). 

(Signed) :  ABBAS  HILMI. 

By  the  Khedive : 
The  Presideyit  of  the  Council  of  Ministers^ 
(Signed) :  Mohammed  Said. 

Tlie  Minister  of  Education, 

(Signed) :  Ahmed  Hechmat. 


I.  N.  2772-911-800  br. 


